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ANY keen tea drinker, that means most
Northern Ireland people, will tell you
tea from Kenya is among the best in the
world. Indeed, the Kenyans are very
proud of their tea heritage which dates

back to 1903 when the first tea bush was intro-
duced to the country by the Caine brothers.
Tea production is big business in Kenya and is

its biggest export crop. In fact, tea production
contributes 2.4 per cent to the Kenyan GDP and
accounts for 54.37 billion Kenyan shillings in the
foreign exchange so far in 2012. Kenya exports
16.6 per cent of its tea to the UKmarket but Egypt
is its biggest customer by far.
The Kenyans will tell you the best tea in the

world is grown in Kenya on or near the equator at
heights over 1,600m above sea level. If you didn’t
know, tea leaves are picked from tea bushes, 800
of which you can fit into 0.25 acres.
Tea leaves are picked daily in season, taken to

the factory where they are graded, grinded and
dried, before packaged for sale. There are around
600,000 tea farmers in Kenya, the majority of
which operate small scale tea farms of around one
to five acres. However, large scale British owned
tea farms still exist in Kenya, by “default since
colonisation”, according to Alan Mwangi, factory
manager at Githongo Tea Factory near Meru.
This factory is owned outright by a group of

small scale tea farmers and turns over 750 million
Kenyan shillings per year, around £5.5 million.
Each tea bush produces 2kgs of fresh tea leaves

per year and it takes around 4kgs of fresh leaves
to produce 1kg of dried black tea, as we know it.
Recent prices show a tea farmer receives 120
Kenyan shillings (88 pence) per kilogram of tea
he/she produces.
However, prices flutuate a lot and have dropped

as low as 50 Kenyan shillings (37 pence) per kilo-
gram in the past. Tea pickers are paid a paltry
eight Kenyan shillings (six pence) per kilogram.
This factory was also very keen to point out it
does not employ any child labour on any of its
farms.
The current challenges affecting tea production

include global market dynamics, rising costs of
production in energy and labour and unpre-
dictable exchange rates. Another hindering factor
is that tea farms are being sub-divided among fam-
ily members after death, making them smaller and
less efficient
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HEAVILY armed cattle rustlers killed
up to 50 police officers in an ambush
near Baragoi in Kenya’s vast arid
north region while the journalist
group was in the country.
Up to 50 bodies of police officers
were reportedly lying in the rugged
Suguta valley following the attack.
The police had been in pursuit of the
rustlers and over 400 stolen cattle
when they came under heavy
machine gun and rocket-propelled
grenade attacks.
The raiders from the ethnic Turkana
community had stolen cattle from the
Samburu tribe, authorities said. The
two groups frequently raid cattle from
each other and fight over grazing land
and watering points.
The violence has created security
concerns ahead of a presidential

election scheduled for March next
year – the first since a disputed
election in 2007 fuelled ethnic
slaughter that resulted in more than
1,200 people and forced about
300,000 from their homes.
Kenya’s president Mwai Kibaki
ordered more police assisted by the
Kenyan army to hunt down those
responsible for the attack.
As cattle die of starvation due to
drought, night-time raids are mounted
to replace lost stock from
neighbouring areas.
Samburu county has a national game
reserve dotted with herds of
elephants, buffalo and zebra, and
neighbouring Turkana county is where
British explorer Tullow Oil struck the
country’s first promising oil find
earlier this year.

Cattle rustlers massacre Kenyan police

�� NEXT WEEK: Chris visits a Kenyan
livestock market and adjoining
slaughterhouse. It’s not for the faint
hearted! He also reports on rice, coffee and
tobacco production. Don’t miss it! 

� MANAGER:
Alan Mwangi,
factory manager
at the Githongo
Tea Factory.
(KENYA 11)

� HARD WORK: Tea pickers for
the Githongo factory pick 10 kgs of
fresh green leaves per basket and
get paid eight Kenyan shillings for
every kilogram. (KENYA 8)

� RANGE: At Githongo Tea Factory various types of tea are always
tasted before hitting the market. (KENYA 7)
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