
IWAS delighted to be chosen as
the sole UK and Ireland
journalist among the 15
worldwide participants on the
IFAJ/Agriterra Exposure 4

Development tour in Kenya.
Although I have visited other

African countries before I did not
expect to be greeted with such
passion about agriculture displayed
by the Kenyans.
Farmers in Kenya do not have very

much to work with in terms of farm
size but they are learning how to
make the most of what they have.
I was particularly struck with the

passion all the farmers shared, no
matter in which enterprise.
The farmers have a huge hunger to

learn new practices, new
technologies and new management
skills.
Although Kenya is still decades

behind Western farming I was
encouraged when one of the farmers
told me, “don’t slow down because
we are catching up on you!”
Some of the group visits really

opened our eyes to how a developing
country deals with everyday
farming, such as the visit to Kiserian
livestock market and slaughter-
house.
It wasn’t for the faint hearted. Each

of the group expected the shock, but
none of us expected the forward
thinking of the directors in pro-
ducing biogas from the slaughter-
house waste.
Ingenious for a developing country

but they do need to stop smoking
around the collection tanks!
Also the entrepreneurship skills

displayed by the Kenyan farmers
were very encouraging for a visitor
from a developed country.
Most of the farmers displayed great

skill in knowing how to fully utilise
any marketing potential for their
products and how to increase
incomes by cutting out middle men.
Europe take note!
We sure fitted in a great deal of

visits into the tour with early starts
and late nights but it all was
thoroughly enjoyable.
The group gelled very well indeed

and knew how to relax and laugh
when the time was spared.
We battled fatigue, broken down

buses and sore jaws from laughing,
but all members made this their own
experience not to forget.
Huge thanks must go to IFAJ and

Agriterra for allowing me to be one of
the guinea pigs on such a venture.
Thanks also must go to Jose van

Gelder and Rien Geuze from
Agriterra, Judith Libaisi from Kenfap
andMarc van der Sterren, a freelance
journalist from the Netherlands, who
collectively put a great deal of effort
into arranging everything for the
group.
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FarmWeek reporter CHRIS
McCULLOUGH wraps up his
series of reports on the Kenyan
agriculture industry. Chris was
chosen as one of 15 worldwide
journalists to participate in the
IFAJ/Agriterra Exposure 4
Development study tour in Kenya

Sore jaws and surprises in Kenya

KENYA, officially the Republic of Kenya, is a country in
East Africa situated on the equator. With the Indian
Ocean to its south-east, it is bordered by Tanzania to

the south, Uganda to the west, South Sudan to the north-
west, Ethiopia to the north and Somalia to the north-east.
Kenya has a land area of 580,000 square kms and a
population of a little over 43 million residents. The country
is named after Mount Kenya, a significant landmark and
second among Africa’s highest mountain peaks. Its capital
and largest city is Nairobi.
Kenya has a warm and humid climate along its coastline

on the Indian Ocean, which changes to wildlife-rich savannah
grasslands moving inland towards the capital. Mount Kenya
has three permanently snow-capped peaks.
Kenya is famous for its safaris and diverse world-famous

wildlife reserves such as the East and West Tsavo National
Park, the Maasai Mara, Nakuru National Park, and Aberdares
National Park.
Agriculture is the second largest contributor to Kenya’s

gross domestic product (GDP), after the tourism and service
sector.
In 2005 agriculture, including forestry and fishing,

accounted for about 24 per cent of GDP, as well as for 18 per
cent of wage employment and 50 per cent of revenue from
exports. The principal cash crops are tea, horticultural
produce, and coffee; horticultural produce and tea are the
main growth sectors and the two most valuable of all of
Kenya’s exports.
Tea, coffee, sisal, pyrethrum, corn, and wheat are grown in

the fertile highlands, one of the most successful agricultural
production regions in Africa. Livestock predominates in the
semi-arid savanna to the north and east. Coconuts,
pineapples, cashew nuts, cotton, sugarcane, sisal, and corn
are grown in the lower-lying areas.
Unfortunately, the country has not attained the level of

investment and efficiency in agriculture that can guarantee
food security and coupled with resulting poverty (53 per cent
of the population lives below the poverty line), a significant
portion of the population regularly starves and is heavily
dependent on food aid.
Poor roads, an inadequate railway network, under-utilised

water transport and expensive air transport have isolated
mostly arid and semi-arid areas and farmers in other regions
often leave food to rot in the fields because they cannot
access markets.

� ABOVE: Chris
McCullough, back
left, with the group
of agricultural
journalists on a
coffee farm in
Kenya. (KENYA-
33CM)

� LEFT: Jose van
Gelder from Agriterra
at the equator near
Meru in Kenya, who
helped organise the
tour. (KENYA-34CM)

� INVITE: FarmWeek reporter Chris McCullough, right, presents Dutch
Ambassador to Kenya, Joost Reintjes, with a copy of FarmWeek on a visit to the
Dutch Embassy in Nairobi. Chris said: “The invitation stated business attire must
be worn for the embassy visit but the bus dropped a shaft and there was no time
to change!” (KENYA-35CM)

� MEETING: Judith Libaisi from Kenfap addresses a crowd of vegetable farmers
in a town called Engineer. (KENYA-36CM)
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